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MEMORANDUM
TO: ries in our Document Review Network
FROM: Fmes R. Hassinger, Executive Director
DATE: May 6, 2004
RE: Documents for Public Review and Comment

Enclosed are three documents now available for public review
and comment.
» Draft 2005-2008 Transportation Improvement Program
(TIP) :
e 2030 Transportation and Development Plan for
Southwestern Pennsylvania Draft Addendum, Financial
Plan Update, and
e Air Quality Conformity Assessment for the TIP and 2030
Plan

We have advertised sites where the public can examine these
documents; therefore you may receive inquiries. Please make
these documents easily accessible during the public comment
period of May 10, 2004 through June 8, 2004; and inform your
staff so they can direct the public to this material.

A notice is attached regarding public meetings and additional
means by which comments may be submitted on these
documents.

Thank you for your assistance. The Southwestern Pennsylvania
Commission depends upon your cooperation in making this
material available to the public.

Please call Prue Larson of my staff, at 412-391-5590, extension
333, if you have any questions.

The Metropolitan Planning Organization and Local Development District



DOCUMENT REVIEW NETWORK

Allegheny
Carnegie Library of Pittsburgh

Main Library, Pennsylvania Dept.

Allegheny Regional Branch, Allegheny Square

Beechview Branch
Brookline Branch

Carrick Branch

East Liberty Branch
Hazelwood Branch

Hill District Branch
Homewood Branch
Knoxville Branch
Lawrenceville Branch
Library Center Downtown

Library for the Blind & Physically Handicapped

Martin Luther King, Jr. Reading Center
Mt. Washington Branch
Sheraden Branch
South Side Branch
West End Branch
Woods Run Branch
Andrew Carnegie Free Library, Carnegie
Bethel Park Public Library
Carnegie Library of McKeesport
Carnegie Mellon University, Hunt Library
Monroeville Public Library
Moon Township Public Library
Mt. Lebanon Public Library
Northland Public Library
Penn Hills Library
Shaler North Hills Library
Western Allegheny Community Library, Oakdale

Armstrong
Apollo Memorial Library

Kittanning Free Library

Beaver

BF Jones Memorial Library, Aliquippa
Carnegie Free Library, Beaver Falls
Laughlin Memorial Free Library, Ambridge
Wagner Memorial Library, Monaca



Butler

Butler Area Public Library, Butler
Cranberry Public Library

Mars Area Public Library
Zelienople Area Public Library

Fayette
Belle Vernon Public Library

Brownsville Free Library
Carnegie Free Library, Connellsville
Uniontown Public Library

Greene
Eva K. Bowlby Memorial Library, Waynesburg
Flenniken Memorial Library, Carmichaels

Indiana

Blairsville Free Library

Indiana Free Library

Indiana University of Pennsylvania, Stapleton Library
Saltsburg Free Library

Lawrence County

Ellwood City Public Library

F. D. Campbell Memorial Library, Bessemer
New Castle Public Library

Washington
Burgettstown Community Library

Chartiers Houston Community Library
Citizens Library, Washington

Greater Canonsburg Public Library
Monongahela Area Library

Peters Township Library

Westmoreland

Adams Memorial Library, Latrobe
Monessen Public Library
Murrysville Community Library
Norwin Public Library

Peoples Library, New Kensington
Rostraver Public Library
Scottdale Public Library
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MEMORANDUM
TO: County Planning Departments and
ittshurgh Department of City Planning
FROM: es R. Hassinger, Executive Director
DATE: -May 6, 2004
RE: Documents for Public Review and Comment

Enclosed are three documents now available for public review
and comment.
»  Draft 2005-2008 Transportation Improvement Program
(TIP)
e 2030 Transportation and Development Plan for
Southwestern Pennsylvania Draft Addendum, Financial
Plan Update, and
e Air Quality Conformity Assessment for the TIP and 2030
Plan

We have advertised sites where the public can examine these
documents; therefore you may receive inquiries. Please make
these documents easily accessible during the public comment
period of May 10, 2004 through June 8, 2004; and inform your
staff so they can direct the public to this material.

A notice is attached regarding public meetings and additional
means by which comments may be submitted on these
documents. -

Thank you for your assistance. The Southwestern Pennsylvania
Commission appreciates your cooperation in making this
material available to the public.

Please call Prue Larson of my staff, at 412-391-5590, extension
333, if you have any questions.

The Metropolitan Planning Organization and Local Development District




April 19, 2004

MEMORANDUM
TO: Allegheny County Public Participation Panel
FROM: Sally Haas, Chair
RE: Next meeting, Tuesday, May 25, 5:00 p.m.

Gold Room, 4" floor, Allegheny County Courthouse

The Public Participation Panel will host a public meeting to review the draft 2005-
2008 Transportation Improvement Program (TIP) and the related Air Quality
Conformity Assessment. No later than May 10, these documents will be available
for review on the website of the Southwestern Pennsylvania Commission
www.spcregion.org. Copies will be available by the same date for examination at
the Allegheny County Department of Economic Development, the Pittsburgh
Department of City Planning and at many libraries around the county (see
attached list).

Last summer the PPP heard testimony on transportation projects for
consideration on the TIP. That testimony was passed on to the State
Transportation Commission and to the Southwestern Pennsylvania Commission.
The challenging task of drafting the TIP has been underway since then. Public
finances are tight and difficult choices have to be made.

Please put the May 25" PPP meeting on your calendar and come to learn more
about this important program for transportation projects. Note the location of our
meeting, in the Gold Room, Allegheny County Courthouse. Several Port
Authority bus routes pass nearby. See online directions and a map locating the
courthouse plus parking: http://www.county.allegheny.pa.us/directions/index.asp.
Evening parking rates go into effect at 4:30 p.m. There is also parking available
at the First Avenue garage, just south of the Boulevard of the Allies, where
evening rates start at 4:00 p.m.

The responsibility of PPP members is to attend panel meetings, learn about the
planning process, and comment on the draft TIP prior to its adoption by SPC. We
also count on you to help get the word out, encouraging the general public to
participate.

As well as the opportunity to speak at our PPP meeting, anyone may submit
written comments to SPC, for receipt no later than June 8:

online www.spcregion.org
by e-mail comments@spc9.org
by mail TIP Testimony

Southwestern Pennsylvania Commission
425 Sixth Ave., Suite 2500
Pittsburgh, PA 15219-1852

by fax TIP Testimony, 412-391-9160

If you have questions regarding this meeting, you may call me at 412-264-6270
or Prue Larson at SPC, 412-391-5590, extension 333.



Public Meetings on Transportation

The Southwestern Pennsylvania Commission’s Public Participation Panels
will host public meetings In each county of the region to hear from the public on the
+Draft 2005-2008 Transportation Improvement Program (TIP),
+2030 Transportation and Development Plan for Southwestern Pennsylvania
Draft Addendum, Financial Plan Update and
+Air Quality Conformity Assessment for the TIP and 2030 Plan.

From May 10, 2004, through June 8, 2004, documents can be examined on the Internet at http://www.spcregion.org ,
at the Allegheny County Department of Economic Development, Pittsburgh Department of City Planning, Armstrong
County Department of Planning & Development, Beaver County Planning Commission, Butler County Planning
Commission, Fayette County Office of Planning & Community Development, Greene County Planning Commission,
Indiana County Office of Planning & Development, Lawrence County Planning Department, Washington County
Planning Commission, Westmoreland County Planning Department, many public libraries throughout the region,
and the office of the Southwestern Pennsylvania Commission.

Public meetings will receive public comment:

May 17, 2004, 7:00 p.m., Jurors’ Holding Room, 2 floor, Old Court House,
Lawrence County Government Center, 430 Court Street, New Castle
*
May 18, 2004, 6:00 p.m., Westmoreland County Commissioners’
Public Meeting Room, Courthouse Square, Greensburg
*
May 19, 2004, 7:00 p.m., Public Meeting Room,
Butler County Government Center, West Diamond Street, Butler
*
May 20, 2004, 6:00 p.m., Room 104, Washington County Courthouse Square,
100 West Beau Street, Washington
*
May 24, 2004, 7:00 p.m., Commissioners’ Conference Room, 2nd floor,
Armstrong County Courthouse Complex, Market Street, Kittanning

*
May 25, 2004, 5:00 p.m., Gold Room, 4t floor, Allegheny County Courthouse
436 Grant Street, downtown Pittsburgh
*
May 26, 2004, 5:30 p.m., Menallen Elementary School
Route 40, 3.5 miles west of Uniontown, Fayette County
*
May 27, 2004, 7:00 p.m., Commissioners’ Conference Room,
Beaver County Courthouse, 810 Third Street, Beaver
*

June 1, 2004, 6:00 p.m., Meeting Room on 2n floor,
Greene County Office Building, 93 East High Street, Waynesburg
*

June 2, 2004, 7:00 p.m., Indiana Area Senior High School Library
450 North 5" Street, Indiana

Meeting locations are accessible to persons with disabilities. With advance notification, accommodations may be
provided for those with special needs related to language, sight, or hearing. Please call the number listed below.

Comments from the public are invited and welcome. Oral comments will be recorded and written comments
accepted at these public meetings. If not attending a meeting, you may submit written comments,
for receipt no later than June 8, 2004, to:
SPC-TIP Comments, 425 Sixth Ave., Suite 2500, Pittsburgh, PA 15219-1852
Fax to TIP comments: 412-391-9160
E-mail: comments@spc9.org or
Online at http://www.spcregion.org

The public is also encouraged to read more about how to get involved in transportation planning in
On the Move...A Basic Guide to Transportation Planning for Citizens on the SPC website.

Questions? Call SPC at 412-391-5590, ext. 333.



Public Meetings on Transportation

The Southwestern Pennsylvania Commission’s
Public Participation Panels will host public meetings
in each county of the region to hear from the public on the
+Draft 2005-2008 Transportation Improvement Program (TIP),
#2030 Transportation and Development Plan for Southwestern
Pennsylvania Draft Addendum, Financial Plan Update and
*Air Quality Conformity Assessment for the TIP and 2030 Plan.

From May 10, 2004, through June 8, 2004, documents
can be examined on the Internet at

http://www.spcregion.org , at the Allegheny County
Department of Economic Development,
Pittsburgh Department of City Planning,
Carnegie Library of Pittsburgh (main library and all branches),
many additional public libraries, and the office
of the Southwestern Pennsylvania Commission.

The public meeting in Allegheny County
will receive public comment:
May 25, 2004, 5:00 p.m.
Gold Room, 4" floor,
Allegheny County Courthouse
436 Grant Street, downtown Pittsburgh

For information on public meetings in other counties,
see http://www.spcregion.org or call SPC as noted below.

Meeting locations are accessible to persons with disabilities.
With advance notification, accommodations may be provided for
those with special needs related to language, sight, or hearing.
Please call the number listed below.

Comments from the public are invited and welcome.

Oral comments will be recorded and written comments accepted
at these public meetings. If not attending a meeting, you may
submit written comments, for receipt
no later than June 8, 2004, to:

SPC-TIP Comments
425 Sixth Ave., Suite 2500, Pittsburgh, PA 15219-1852
Fax to TIP comments: 412-391-9160
E-mail: comments@spc9.org or

Online at http://www.spcregion.org

The public is also encouraged to read more about how to
get involved in transportation planning in On the Move...
A Basic Guide to Transportation Planning for Citizens
on the SPC website.

Questions? Call mat 412-391-5590, ext. 333.
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LIST OF NEWSPAPER ADS FOR THE MAY - JUNE, 2004

PUBLIC PARTICIPATION MEETINGS

Newspaper

Public Participation

Meeting

Date
Published

Beaver County Times

Beaver County

May 10th Edition

Butler Eagle

Butler County

May 10th Edition

Greene County Messenger

Greene County

May 10th Edition

Herald Standard

Fayette County

May 10th Edition

Indiana Gazette

Indiana County

May 10th Edition

Leader Times

Armstrong County

May 10th Edition

New Pittsburgh Courier

Allegheny County
Armstrong County
Beaver County
Fayette County
Washington County
Westmoreland County

May 12th Edition

New Castle News

Lawrence County

May 10th Edition

Observer Reporter

Greene County
Washington County

May 10th Edition

Pittsburgh Post Gazette

Allegheny County

May 10th Edition

Tribune Review

Allegheny County
Westmoreland County

May 10th Edition

Valley News Dispatch

Allegheny County
Armstrong County
Butler County
Westmoreland County

May 10th Edition




Regional Enterprise Tower
425 Sixth Avenue, Suite 2500
Pittsburgh, PA 15219-1852
Telephone: 412.391.5590
Fax: 412.391.9160
Southwestern Email: comments @spc9.org

Pennsylvania WWW.spcregion.org
Commission

PRESS RELEASE

Contact:

Shannon O’Connell, Communications Coordinator
Southwestern Pennsylvania Commission
412-391-5590 ext. 334; email: soconnell@spc9.org

May 17, 2004
For Immediate Release

SPC Encourages Citizen Input on Regional Transportation Needs

Pittsburgh, PA — The Southwestern Pennsylvania Commission (SPC) is hosting
public meetings around the region to hear what citizens have to say about
transportation needs in Southwestern Pennsylvania. SPC is currently updating the Draft
2005-2008 Transportation Improvement Program for Southwestern Pennsylvania (Draft
2005-2008 TIP). The Draft 2005-2008 TIP identifies the region’s priority highway and
transit improvements from the long range regional plan that are programmed for
advancement from October 1, 2004 through September 30, 2008.

SPC encourages the region’s citizens to review the Draft 2005-2008 TIP and
tell us what you think. Public meetings will be held across the region from May 17
through June 2, 2004. In addition to the Draft 2005-2008 Transportation Improvement
Program for Southwestern Pennsylvania, citizens are invited to review and comment on

the Draft Air Quality Conformity Assessment and related Financial Plan Update.

-maore-



SPC realizes that not all citizens can attend a public meeting, so we want to
make it as convenient and easy as possible for anyone to provide input on regional
transportation needs. All documents have been distributed to public libraries across the

region and are also available on SPC’s website at www.spcregion.org. There are

several ways to submit comments to SPC:

¢ Online at www.spcregion.org

¢ At any scheduled public meeting listed below

e By email: comments @spc9.org

e By fax to TIP Comments: 412-391-9160
e By regular mail to:
SPC-TIP Comments
425 Sixth Avenue, Ste. 2500
Pittsburgh, PA 15219-1852
All comments must be received by June 8, 2004. Please see the attached list for all
meeting dates, times and locations. For more information about the public meetings
listed below, please contact Prue Larson at 412.391.5590 x333 or Vvisit

www.spcregion.org.

Public Meeting Schedule

May 17, 7:00 pm May 18, 6:00 pm May 19, 7:00 pm May 20, 6:00 pm May 24, 7:00 pm

Lawrence County | Westmoreland Butler County Washington Armstrong County

Government County Government County Courthouse

Center, New Courthouse, Center, Butler Courthouse Complex,

Castle Greensburg Square, Kittanning

Washington

May 25, 5:00 pm May 26, 5:30 pm May 27, 7:00 pm June 1, 6:00 pm June 2, 7:00 pm

Allegheny County | Fayette County, Beaver County Green County Indiana County,

Courthouse, Menallen Courthouse, Office Building, Senior High

Pittsburgh Elementary, Beaver Waynesburg School, Indiana
Uniontown

HitH
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Fayette: Resident input sought on TIP - PittsburghL.IVE.com

ily Courier

Fayette: Resident input soughton ™
TIP : Print this amg!'@

By Judy Kroeger
DAILY COURIER
Wednesday, May 26, 2004

The Southwestern Pennsylvania Commission (SPC) is

hosting a public meeting to gather resident input on the
draft 2005-2008 Transportation Improvement Program
(TIP) for the area.

Tonight's meeting, hosted by a public participation panel of 24 nominated by
the Fayette County Commissioners, will focus on three topics: the 2005-2008
TIP, including specific planning projects and budgets; an air quality assessment
of the projects' potential impact; and a financial update to the long-range
regional plan. The meeting begins at 5:30 p.m. at Menallen Elementary School,
7527 National Pike (Route 40).

Of 35 Fayette County projects identified on the 2005-2008 TIP, local residents
may be specifically interested in the following:

= S&T Drive to Route 40, South Union Township

= Matthew Drive upgrades, South Union Township

= Wayland Smith Drive, South Union Township

= Memorial Bridge, Connellsville

= Walnut Hill interchange ramps, South Union Township
= Route 119 restoration, Bullskin Township

= Route 119 at Technology Drive, Dunbar Borough

= Route 711 escape ramp, Connellsville

= Route 1031 over Galley Run, Upper Tyrone Township
= Pittsburgh Street bridge, Connellsville

= Indian Creek Bridge, Dawson

= Three-Mile Hill, Bullskin Township

= Evans Manor bridge, North Union Township

http://www.pittsburghlive.com:8000/x/dailycourier/news/print _195916.html

Page 1 of 2

6/17/2004



Fayette: Resident input sought on TIP - PittsburghLIVE.com Page 2 of 2
= New Salem Road, South Union Township ‘

= Grant Street, South Union Township
= Falls Avenue bridge, Dunbar Township
= Matthew Drive extension, South Union Township

According to Prue Larson of the SPC, the organization welcomes public input
on all of its potential transportation projects.

Anyone unable to attend the meeting can receive information about specific
projects at www.spcregion.org. The Web site also has a link for comments.

Comments may also be mailed to SPC-TIP Comments, 425 Sixth Ave., Ste.
2500, Pittsburgh, Pa. 15219-1852. The deadline for public comments is June 8.

Judy Kroeger can be reached at jkroeger@tribweb.com or (724) 626-3538.

Images and text copyright © 2004 by The Tribune-Review Publishing Co.
Reproduction or reuse prohibited without written consent from PittsburghLIVE.

http://www.pittsburghlive.com:8000/x/dailycourier/news/print_195916.html 6/17/2004
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Meetings scheduled
05/19/2004

The Southwestern Pennsylvania Commission is hosting
public meetings around the region to gain input from
citizens about transportation needs in southwestern
Pennsylvania.

Locally, meetings will be held at 6 p.m. Thursday in the Washington County
Courthouse Square in Washington, at 5:30 p.m. on May 26 at Menallen
Elementary in Uniontown and at 6 p.m. on June 1 at the Greene County
Office Building in Waynesburg.

The SPC is updating the Draft 2005-2008 Transportation Improvement
Program for southwestern Pennsylvania. The draft TIP identifies the region's
priority highway and transit improvements from the long range regional plan
that are programmed for advancement from Oct. 1 through Sept. 30, 2008.

The SPC encourages citizens to review and comment on the draft TiP, the
Draft Air Quality conformity Assessment and related Financial Plan Update.

All documents have been distributed to public libraries across the region and
are also available at the SPC's website at www.spcregion.org

Comments can be accepted online, at any scheduled public meeting, by e-
mail at Hyperlink>comments@spc9.org Hyperlink>

, by fax to TIP comments at 412-391-9160 or by regular mail to SPC-TIP
comments, 425 Sixth Avenue, Ste. 2500, Pittsburgh, Pa., 15219-1852.

All comments must be received by June 8. For more information about the
public meetings, contact Prue Larson at 412-391-5590, ext. 333 or visit the
website.

©The Herald Standard 2004
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Transportation alliance reviews road projects

By Amy Karpinsky , Herald-Standard 05/21/2004

Members of the Fayette County Transportation Alliance got
a look Thursday at the draft 2005-2008 Transportation
Improvement Plan (TIP) for the county, which includes a list
of 35 projects.

Tammy Shell, co-chair of the alliance, explained that the TIP is for the next
four years, and is updated every two years. Shell said the list is unaltered
from the one that was presented to the state Department of Transportation.

The top of the list is the Masontown Bridge Project along Route 21 between
Fayette and Greene counties, which calls for total reconstruction to four lanes
with 18-foot median, concrete barriers and the replacement of the existing
structure with a new four-lane structure to the south.

Other projects include improvements to Route 21, the Yough Dam Bridge
replacement, improvements to the intersection at the Torchlight restaurant on
Route 40, and numerous bridge projects and improvements projects on roads
accessing the State Correctional Institution at Fayette in Luzerne Township.

Shell said the project list can be amended and modified as money becomes
available. Muriel Nuttall announced that a hearing for testimony on the TIP
will be held at 5:30 p.m. on May 26 at Menallen Elementary School.

In other discussion, the alliance said a study being done by the Southwestern
Pennsylvania Commission will be available in draft form in the next two
weeks. The study deals with how employees of SCI-Fayette access the
maximum-security prison.

Regarding access to SCI-Fayette, Shell said officials from both Fayette and
Washington counties met recently to discuss the costs and options of running
the Fredericktown Ferry, which takes traffic across the Monongahela River
between East Fredericktown and Labelle.

Shell said the fees obtained by the ferry don't cover daily operations and there
have been discussions of raising the fees. Michelle Shumar, head of the
Fayette County Office of Human and Community Services and Fayette Area
Coordinated Transportation, said FACT is requesting a total amount of
$400,000 to use for a study of the ferry and possibly towards operations.

"We see it as intermodal," Shumar said.

Before the prison was opened, the ferry was used infrequently. Shell said a
meeting was canceled with the county commissioners to discuss the issue,
but it will be rescheduled.

Shell said a study is long overdue. Other options for access to the prison
included using a park and ride site and FACT buses. Before the bridge is built
as part of the Mon/Fayette Expressway, access to the prison can be gained
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