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INTRODUCTION

Herbert, Rowland & Grubic, Inc. (HRG), in cooperation with Graney, Grossman, Colosimo & Associates
(GGCA), is pleased to present the results of the Route 51 Land Use & Transportation Initiative. The
study area includes segments of Route 51 through Elizabeth and Forward Townships, Rostraver
Township, and Perry Township in Allegheny, Westmoreland, and Fayette Counties, respectively.

The objectives of the study include identifying methods to:
e preserve the operational capacities and effectiveness of the Route 51 corridor;
e maintain and enhance the character of the communities within the study area; and
e provide opportunities for additional growth within the communities.

This was accomplished by gathering and analyzing existing traffic conditions in the study area, projecting
future traffic conditions on the study roadways based on socio-economic analysis and land use
projections, and recommending conceptual transportation improvements and land use policy alternatives
to address the specific needs of the Route 51 corridor. This study has been conducted in accordance with
the Institute of Transportation Engineers (ITE) guidelines, PennDOT criteria, and applicable municipal
standards.

PROJECT ADVISORY COMMITTEE

This study was conducted with the cooperation of a Project Advisory Committee. This committee was
composed of representatives from PennDOT Districts 11-0 and 12-0, Elizabeth Township, Rostraver
Township, Perry Township, Allegheny County, Westmoreland County, Fayette County, the U.S. Fish &
Wildlife Service, the Twin Rivers Council of Governments, and members of the local business
community. The Project Advisory Committee met at strategic points throughout the study process to
provide input and gain consensus during each stage of the project. Minutes from the Project Advisory
Committee Meetings are included in attached Appendix A. Members of the Project Advisory Committee
are listed in the acknowledgements section at the front of this report.

EXISTING TRANSPORTATION SYSTEM

Route 51 (SR 0051) is a regional north/south transportation corridor connecting the City of Pittsburgh in
the north to the City of Uniontown in the south. The segments of Route 51 included in this study are
located within Elizabeth and Forward Townships, Allegheny County; Rostraver Township,
Westmoreland County; and Perry Township, Fayette County. The study corridor is continuous, except
for the portion through Perryopolis Borough, which is not part of the study.
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Generally, Route 51 is a four-lane roadway (two lanes eachiditeavith auxiliary turn lanes at most
major intersections. The roadway is classified as aipedharterial based upon PennDOT’s most recent
functional classification. Posted speed limits are 45 to 5Grpige hour (mph), with lower speed limits
in Elizabeth, Forward, and Rostraver Townships. Access tohitfeway from existing adjacent
properties is generally unlimited, with no defined drivewayohiBitive left turn treatments through the
use of jersey barrier, raised medians, grass medians, and digdectrds are used throughout the
northern portions of the corridor. Roadway lane widths are typiteelve feet with paved shoulders.
Average daily traffic volumes vary from 12,000 to 23,000 vehicledpg along the studied portion of
Route 51. In order to be more specific, segments with sinfiEacteristics were combined and a more
detailed description of the Route 51 corridor was prepared.

The first segment consists of the northernmost
section of the study area from the Elizabeth
Borough/Township line south to the intersection
with Route 48/Paydays Drive. The second segment
continues south from the Route 48/Paydays Drive
intersection until reaching Airport Road in Rostraver
Township. The third segment contains the divided
section of Route 51. The fourth segment continues
from the divided section of Route 51 south to the
Interstate 70 interchange. The final segment
describes the Route 51 corridor south of the
Interstate 70 interchange. Detailed descriptions of these segm&uatef51 are provided below.

Beginning at the Elizabeth Borough/Township line and ending at theteR48/Paydays Drive
intersection, the northernmost segment of the study corridor carriagerage of 19,500 vehicles per day
(vpd). The posted speed is 45 to 50 mph for this segment as&l jbarrier is used to separate
northbound and southbound traffic lanes. In locations where there argarguxirn lanes at
intersections, the jersey barrier transitions to concrete medians

Major intersections in this segment include
the signalized intersections of Weigles Hill
Road, Roberts Hollow Road, and Route
48/Paydays  Drive. Several minor
unsignalized intersections are present in this
segment with Round Hill Road/Hutchinson
Road being the most prominent. Auxiliary
left turn lanes are present at all signalized
intersections and at the unsignalized
intersection with Round Hill
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