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This document is available in alternate formats upon
request. SPC will provide translation and interpretation
services upon request at no charge. Please call SPC at
(412) 391-5590 for more information.

Italiano

Questo documento ¢ disponibile in formati alternativi su
richiesta. SPC fornira servizi di traduzione e interpretazione
su richiesta senza alcun costo. Per piacere, chiami SPC al
numero (412) 391-5590 per maggiori informazioni.

Espanol

El presente documento esta disponible en formatos
alternativos bajo solicitud. SPC ofrece servicios de
traduccion e interpretacion gratis bajo solicitud.
Comuniquese con SPC al (412) 391-5590 para obtener mas
informacion.
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The Southwestern Pennsylvania Commission (SPC) hereby gives public notice that it is the policy of the
Commission to assure full compliance with Title VI of the Civil Rights Act of 1964, the Civil Rights
Restoration Act of 1987, Executive Order 12898 on Environmental Justice, and related statutes and
regulations in all programs and activities. Title VI and other related statutes require that no person in the
United States of America shall, on the grounds of race, color, sex, national origin, age, or disability, be
excluded from the participation in, be denied the benefits of, or be otherwise subjected to discrimination
under any program or activity for which SPC receives federal financial assistance. Any person who
believes they have been aggrieved by an unlawful discriminatory practice by SPC under Title VI has a
right to file a formal complaint with the Commission. Any such complaint must be in writing and filed with
SPC'’s Title VI Coordinator within one hundred eighty (180) days following the date of the alleged
discriminatory occurrence. For more information, or to obtain a Title VI Discrimination Complaint Form,
please see our website at: www.spcregion.org or call 412-391-5590.
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l. Introduction

This document presents comments received and responses to comments for the
Southwestern Pennsylvania Commission's (SPC) public comment period from March 3,
2021 to April 16, 2021 on the following draft documents:

e Draft 2021 Public Participation Plan

A summary of all comments and responses in this Public Participation Report were
distributed to members of the Southwestern Pennsylvania Commission for their review
prior to the April 26, 2021 meeting for action to consider the above items.

Southwestern Pennsylvania Commission
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II.  Organization of Report

This report includes a Summary of Public Comments and the Response to Public
Comments on the following draft documents:

e Draft 2021 Public Participation Plan

SPC staff has responded to each comment and shared both the comments and
responses with the SPC Commissioners.

e Part 1 includes the Summary of Public Comments and the Response to Public
Comments.

e Part 2 includes copies of the written and electronic comments that were received
during the March 3, 2021 to April 16, 2021 public comment period.

e Part 3 includes summaries of a Virtual Public meeting that was held during the
March 3, 2021 to April 16, 2021 public comment period.

e Part 4 includes documentation of the public outreach activities during the March
3, 2021 to April 16, 2021 public comment period.

e Part 5 documents revisions to the Draft 2021 Public Participation Plan as a result
of the public comment period of March 3, 2021 to April 16, 2021.

Southwestern Pennsylvania Commission
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Part 1

Summary of Public Comments and the
Response to Public Comments
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Public Comments and Responses to Comments—Spring 2021

In spring 2021, we received 20 comments to our Draft 2021 Public Participation Plan. All 20 were
received from the Port Authority of Allegheny County. The comments ranged from technical changes
such as correcting language to specific recommendations on what to add to help increase public
participation. All 20 comments were responded to and some changes to the document were made from

the comment suggestions.

Southwestern Pennsylvania Commission
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Part 2

Written and Electronic Comments
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2021 Draft Public Participation Plan Update Summary of Public Comments and Responses - March/April 2021

Public Comment Summary

Response

Comment Source

This is a lengthy document for citizens to absorb. It should be recrganized with
specific SPC public outreach actions/commitments at the beginning. Alternatively,
an Executive Summary could be prepared focusing on the key elements of the
Plan.

Thank you for your comments. This suggestion will be considered for
inclusion in the final approved document.

Port Authority of Allegheny County

The document should explain why the TIP, Air Quality Conformity and Long-Range|
Plan are important and how public input could affect the outcomes of these
processes. The Allegheny County/City of Pittsburgh TIP meetings attended by Port|
Authority staff in recent years had very little public and stakeholder attendance.
Some of this could be attributed to limited public understanding of the TIP's
importance in establishing the region’s transportation priorities.

Thank you for your comments. This suggestion will be considered for
inclusion in the final approved document.

Port Authority of Allegheny County

SPC committees such as the Transportation Technical Committee, Transit
Operators Committee, Active Transportation Forum, Transportation & Operations
Forums, Freight Forum and TDM partners should also be listed and described with
meeting frequency and contact information provided. The existence of these
committees and their meetings need to be communicated more broadly to the

public.

Thank you for your comments. SPC provides committee information on
its website and publishes an annual calendar of all committee meeting
dates and times.

Port Authority of Allegheny County

When SPC’'s phone number is provided, the extension for the appropriate SPC staff|
should also be provided.

Thank you for your comment. SPC provides detailed contact information
for staff in every public notice as the appropriate staff member can
change for different meetings based on the subject matter.

Port Authority of Allegheny County

A stated goal of this plan is for input to inform programs transparently.
However, SPC's most impactful programs distribute funding, which does
not always align with its public-input-based plans.

Thank you for your comments. Public input is considered as an essential
element of the development of all SPC long range plan and
transportation improvement program funding allocations.

Port Authority of Allegheny County

Is there data showing that the membership of Public Participation Panels
and recent outreach efforts reflect the diversity of the region’s population?
If yes, this document should include such data.

Thank you for your comment. SPC maintains demograhic data on Panel
members in a separate document as membership can change
frequently.

Port Authority of Allegheny County

This document should set measurable goals to ensure that future outreach
engages participants wha reflect the diversity of the region’s population.

Thank you for your comment. SPC continually seeks to improve outreach
to all communities in the region.

Port Authority of Allegheny County

2021 Draft Public Participation Plan Update

Summary of Public Comments and Responses - March/April 2021

Public Comment Summary

Response

Comment Source

Many people do not attend public meetings convened to discuss
transportation planning and projects. One approach used by many
organizations in the region is to reach people where they already are. For
example, SPC could request to have presentations placed on the agendas
for community and other meetings already taking place. SPC could set up
tables or booths at community events such as festivals and farmers
markets. The plan should incorparate this public engagement technique.

Thank you for your comments. SPC often participates in different types
of events hosted by other organizations, community events and other
public gatherings.

Port Authority of Allegheny County

P. 13, Regional LEP Estimates — If known, the document should identify which
areas of the region have high numbers of LEP population for the languages listed.

Thank you for your comment. LEP figures and their location are included
in SPC's LEP plan and Environmental Justice Analyses as these are
updated semi-annually to reflect the most recent data available.

Port Authority of Allegheny County

P. 14, first paragraph — The URL links only to the SPC website. It should link to the
detailed analysis of LEP populations. A one- or two-paragraph summary of that
analysis should be provided in this secticn.

Thank you for your comment. The text will be revised and the URL will
be clarified.

Port Authority of Allegheny County

P. 14 Meaningful Access for LEP Persons — This section begins with “We strive to
provide LEP individuals with meaningful access to key transportation planning
decisions and opportunities to become involved in the regional planning
processes.” If this is the intent, consider revising to having the Plan strive to
provide LEP “populations with meaningful access to key transportation planning
decisions and opportunities.” This means, in addition to communicating in and
providing documents in other languages, SPC should also meet with these
populations to identify their specific mobility needs and concerns related to
limited English proficiency in understanding information about transportation

planning, facilities and services.

Thank you for your comment. The text will be revised to reflect this
change. SPC strives to reach our LEP communites and has included a list
of services and community outreach partners in this updated plan.

Port Authority of Allegheny County

P. 15, first bullet — Revise with addition of red text to “Use locations and times that
maximize accessibility to transit and van service.”

Thank you for your comment. The text will be revised to reflect this
change.

Port Authority of Allegheny County

P. 15, fifth bullet — For all major public meetings (such as for the TIP), could SPC|
always have a sign language interpreter without hearing impaired people having to
request one in advance?

Thank you for your comment. SPC will research the costs of providing a
sign language interpreter at major public meetings without requests and
will consider the feasibility of incorporating it as routine meeting

procedure.

Port Authority of Allegheny County

Southwestern Pennsylvania Commission
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2021 Draft Public Participation Plan Update Summary of Public Comments and Responses - March/April 2021

Public Comment Summary

Response

Comment Source

P. 16, Elderly, Non-Car Households, and other Traditionally Underserved — For the
past few years, the TIP meetings for the City of Pittsburgh and Allegheny Countyl
have only been convened at one time (in the evening) and in one location (at SPC’s
office). To improve accessibility, additional meetings should be convened at other,
times and other locations in the City and County.

Thank you for your comment. The process going forward currently
includes more and different locations for these meetings.

Port Authority of Allegheny County

P. 19, last bullet — It would be informative to list a few previous examples of SPC’s
engagement with persons with disabilities and with senior, low-income, minority,
and LEP populations.

Thank you for your comment. This suggestion will be considered for
inclusion in the final approved document.

Port Authority of Allegheny County

P. 20, E. Speakers Network — Consider changing the first line to “SPC staff is
available to provide speakers...”

Thank you for your comment. The text will be updated to reflect this
change.

Port Authority of Allegheny County

P. 22, I. Provide Visual Tools — Consider inclusion of a rendering and providing a
link to an example of an animated visualization in this section so that readers have

a fuller understanding of visualization technigues.

Thank you for your comment. This suggestion will be considered for
inclusion in the final approved document.

Port Authority of Allegheny County

P. 22, ). Publicize SPC Activities, first paragraph — A list of all the media outlets forl
which SPC places advertisements and other notifications should be added to the
appendices and a reference to this list inserted into this paragraph.

Thank you for your comment. This suggestion will be considered for
inclusion in the final approved document.

Port Authority of Allegheny County

P. 23, Public notice information — Public notices should provide transit access
information where meetings are in locations served by transit.

Thank you for your comment. SPC provides the Port Authority's
customer service number and the number of the Commutelnfo Program
were the public can access information on the other regional transit
providers. Providing detailed route information in a region this size is
not feasible within the limited space of such notices, but a way for the
public to access such information is always included.

Port Authority of Allegheny County

P. 34, Virtual Options — It is true that holding virtual events increases the
convenience for participation in meetings. However, for those who lack access to
computers/Internet or do not feel comfortable using computers/internet, there
should also be a commitment to ensuring that the public (particularly|
underserved/vulnerable populations) has other means of engaging when virtual

engagement is the prime mode of outreach.

Thank you for your comment. Virtual meetings are only one tool we use
to increase public participation. Virtual meeting notices include
information on how to access materials and provide input for those
wihtout internet access. In-person meetings will also be used when
appropriate to enusure all interested parties are able to participate in
SPC activities.

Port Authority of Allegheny County

Southwestern Pennsylvania Commission
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Part 3

Summary of Virtual Meeting
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Virtual Public Meetings—Spring 2021

In spring 2021, due to the COVID-19 pandemic and Governor Wolf's Stay-At-Home orders, SPC
was unable hold in-person public meetings with our Public Participation Panels for the public
comment period. One virtual public meeting was held instead giving an overview of what was
included in the draft public participation plan. Resources were put on the SPC website and
comments were accepted through email and mail. Recordings of the archived virtual public meetings
are available on the SPC YouTube Channel.

Southwestern Pennsylvania Commission
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Part 4

Documentation of Public Outreach
Activities
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=* “"'*"";_ Southwestern Pennsylvania Commission Twitter
N Nf @spcregion Example

[
Wa

We are seeking your input and have opened a public
comment period on our draft 2021 Public Participation
Plan an update to the SPC Public Participation Plan
2015. This public comment period begins today, March
3, 2021, and will conclude on April 16, 2021.
spcregion.org/get-involved/p...

7:53 AM - Mar 3, 2021 - Twitter Web App

. Southwestern Pennsylvania Commission Facebook

o ¥ Published by Vincent Valdes @ - March 3 - @ Example

We are seeking your input and have opened a public comment period
on our draft 2021 Public Participation Plan an update to the
Southwestern Pennsylvania Commission Public Participation Plan 2015.
This public comment period begins today, March 3, 2021, and will
conclude on April 16, 2021.

The draft 2021 Public Participation Plan provides an outline of the
tools and techniques we use to inform and engage the public
throughout our transportation planning and programming processes.
The Plan must comply with federal participation plan regulations and
guidelines for metropolitan transportation planning and programs.

https://www.spcregion.org/get-involved/public-comment-ppp/

SPCREGION.ORG

Public Comment - Draft 2021 Public
Participation Plan - Southwestern...

Note: Due to the COVID-19 pandemic and
restrictions on gatherings, SPC is unable hold in-
person public meetings at this time. A virtual...

Southwestern Pennsylvania Commission
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Constant Contact email outreach to SPC’s Public Participation Panels, Environmental
Justice Network, Tribal Consultation Network, City and County Planning Partners, and
County Library Networks.

RN P "’-}

Public Participation @

SPC Public Participation Plan Update

The Southwestern Pennsylvania Commission (SPC) is currently updating its public
participation plan. The Southwestern Pennsylvania Commission 2021 Public Participation
Plan provides an outline of the tools and techniques we use to inform and engage the
public throughout our transpaortation planning and programming processes. We have used
your input from the survey we asked you to fill out this past fall in creating this update and
we thank you for your helpful comments and ideas!

We are seeking comments from the public on this important draft documents prior to its
adoption and have advertised that the public may review these documents and provide
comment to SPC between March 3, 2021 and April 16, 2021.

Thank you again for your assistance in making our SPC more accessible to the public!

Please contact Jared Bedekovich at jbedekovich@spcregion.org if you have any
questions.

F'ul?ilc Comment Period for This Topic Click Here to Enter your
Begins: Wednesday, March, 03, 2021 Public Commenit
Ends: Friday, April, 16, 2021

Southwestern Pennsylvania Commission
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Southwestern Pennsylvania Commission

Public Participation

SPC Public Participation Plan Update

The Southwestern Pennsylvania Commission (SPC) has opened a public comment period
on the draft 2021 Public Participation Plan an update to the Southwestern Pennsylvania
Commission Public Participation Plan 2015.

This public comment period begins today, March 3rd, 2021, and will conclude on April
16th, 2021.

The draft 2021 Public Participation Plan provides an outline of the tools and techniques
we use to inform and engage the public throughout our transportation planning and
programming processes. The Plan must comply with federal participation plan regulations
and guidelines for metropolitan transportation planning and programs. This guidance
helps to ensure that our Public Participation Plan provides opportunities and access for all
individuals to provide input on key transportation planning, policy and investment
decisions.

Please contact Jared Bedekovich at jbedekovich@spcregion.org if you have any
questions.

Public Comment Period for This Topic Click Here to Enter your
Begins: Wednesday, March, 03, 2021 Public Comment
Ends: Friday, April, 16, 2021

Southwestern Pennsylvania Commission



Public Participation Report
March/April 2021

Southwestern Pennsylvania Commission

Public Participation

SPC Public Participation Plan Update

The Southwestern Pennsylvania Commission (SPC) is currently updating its public
participation plan. The Southwestern Pennsylvania Commission 2021 Public Participation
Plan provides an outline of the tools and techniques we use to inform and engage the
public throughout our transportation planning and programming processes.

SPC is seeking comments from the public on this important draft document prior to
adoption:

« Southwestern Pennsylvania Commission 2021 Public Participation Plan provides an
outline of the tools and technigques we use to inform and engage the public throughout our
transportation planning and programming processes. The plan must comply with federal
participation plan regulations and guidelines for metropolitan transportation planning and
programs. This guidance helps to ensure that our Public Participation Plan provides
opportunities and access for all individuals to provide input on key transportation planning,
policy and investment decisions.

We have advertised that the public may review these documents online and provide
comment to SPC between March 3, 2021 and April 16, 2021, Your nation has been
identified as a member of the Pennsylvania Tribal Consultation Network. You may receive
inquiries from the public on how to access these documents. These documents may be
found online at www spcregion.org. We reguest that you make this notice easily
accessible, and that you inform your staff so they can direct the public to this material.

A notice is attached regarding public meetings and additional means by which the public
can comment on these draft documents. The notice also contains information on how to
access assistance for individuals with language, speech, sight or hearing needs.

Thank you for your assistance and cooperation. Please contact me at
jpedekovich@spcregion.org or 412-391-5590, extension 343, if you have any questions.

Public Comment Period for This Topic
Begins: Wednesday, March, 03, 2021 -
Ends: Friday, April, 16, 2021 download the Public

Notice

Click Here to view and

Southwestern Pennsylvania Commission
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Southwestern Pennsytvania Commission

Public Participation

SPC Public Participation Plan Update

The Southwestern Pennsylvania Commission {SPC) is currently updating its public
participation plan. The Southwestern Pennsylvania Commission 2021 Public Participation
Plan provides an outline of the tools and techniques we use to inform and engage the
public throughout our transportation planning and programming processes.

SPC is seeking comments from the public on this important draft document prior to
adoption:

= Southwestern Pennsylvania Commission 2021 Public Participation Plan provides an
outline of the tools and technigues we use to inform and engage the public throughout our
transportation planning and programming processes. The plan must comply with federal
participation plan regulations and guidelines for metropolitan transportation planning and
programs. This guidance helps to ensure that our Public Participation Plan provides
opportunities and access for all individuals to provide input on key transportation planning,
policy and investment decisions.

We have advertised that the public may review these documents onling and provide
comment to SPC between March 3, 2021 and April 16, 2021. Your facility is identified as a
member of our Online Document Review Network. You may receive inguiries from the
public on how to access these documents. These documents may be found online at
www spcregion.org. We request that you make this notice easily accessible, and that you
inform your staff so they can direct the public to this material.

A notice is attached regarding public meetings and additional means by which the public
can comment on these draft documents. The notice also contains information on how to
access assistance for individuals with language, speech, sight or hearing needs.

Thank you for your assistance and cooperation. Please contact me at
jbedekovichi@spcregion.org or 412-391-5590, exiension 343, if you have any questions.

Public Comment Period for This Topic
Begins: Wednesday, March, 03, 2021 )
Ends: Friday, April, 16, 2021 download the Public

Notice

Click Here to view and
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Southwestern Penns) Commission

Public Participation

SPC Public Participation Plan Update

The Southwestern Pennsylvania Commission (SPC) is currently updating its public
participation plan. The Southwestern Pennsylvania Commission 2021 Public Participation
Plan provides an outline of the tools and technigues we use to inform and engage the
public throughout our transportation planning and programming processes.

SPC is seeking comments from the public on this important draft document prior to
adoption:

« Southwestern Pennsylvania Commission 2021 Public Participation Plan provides an
outline of the tools and techniques we use to inform and engage the public throughout our
transportation planning and programming processes. The plan must comply with federal
participation plan regulations and guidelines for metropolitan transportation planning and
programs. This guidance helps to ensure that our Public Participation Plan provides
opportunities and access for all individuals to provide input on key transportation planning,
policy and investment decisions.

We have advertised that the public may review these documents online and provide
comment to SPC between March 3, 2021 and April 16, 2021, Your facility is identified as a
member of our Online Document Review Network. You may receive inguiries from the
public on how to access these documents. These documents may be found online at
WWWw spcregion org. We request that you make this notice easily accessible, and that you
inform your staff so they can direct the public to this material.

A notice is attached regarding public meetings and additional means by which the public
can comment on these draft documents. The notice also contains information on how to
access assistance for individuals with language, speech, sight or hearing needs.

Thank you for your assistance and cooperation. Please contact me at
jpedekovichi@spcregion.org or 412-391-5590, extension 343, if you have any questions.

Public Comment Period for This Topic

Begins: Wednesday, March, 03, 2021

Ends: Friday, April, 16, 2021 download the Public
Notice

Click Here to view and
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Part b

Document Revisions as a Result of
Public Comment
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Changes to the Draft 2021 Public Participation Plan in Response to Public Comments

In accordance with SPC’s Public Participation Plan, the public is offered the opportunity to
review the Draft 2021 Public Participation Plan, and to provide comments during a public
comment period. This public input opportunity was widely advertised, and a virtual public
meeting was held to provide the opportunity for public comment.

SUMMARY OF CHANGES TO 2021 Public Participation Plan

o Page 14, first paragraph: The link was changed to a detailed analysis of LEP populations
and a paragraph summary was added to this section.

e Page 14, Meaningful Access for LEP Persons: Text was changed to highlight the intent
of providing LEP populations with meaningful access to key transportation planning
decisions and opportunities.

e Page 15, first bullet: Revised text to “Use locations and times that maximize accessibility
to transit and van service.”

e Page 20, Speakers Network: Revised text to “SPC is available to provide speakers on
the regional transportation planning process and transportation plans at the request of
civic groups, professional organizations, neighborhood associations, and other groups.”

Southwestern Pennsylvania Commission
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