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Hon. Betsy McClure, SPC Vice-Chair and Policy Committee Chair

Welcome/Introductions and Call to Order

Agenda Item: 1



Southwestern Pennsylvania Commission 3

Faith Collins, Community and Economic Development Program Manager

HUD and Opportunity Zones

Agenda Item: 2
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Ozzie Benhart, Development Associate

Regional Housing Study Update

Agenda Item: 3
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Housing Crisis

• Affordability and availability shortages

• Cost-burden issues mean that nationally nearly 50% of 
renters and 25% of homeowners spend over 30% of 
their income on housing

• In Pennsylvania, over 1 million households (of 5.3 
million) spend more than 30% of their income on 
housing

- 48.5% of renters and 20.3% of homeowners

• Southwestern PA is experiencing a variety of different 
housing conditions with complicated interconnections 
to issues of supply, population and demographic shifts, 
geography, and aging housing stock

• More than half of Pennsylvania’s housing stock is over 
50 years old

• Further study is warranted to support the ten-county 
region
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Regional and Local Impact
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Housing Study Request (for SPS Proposal)

• Opportunity to roll over Hillman funding previously designated for broadband

• Assess current conditions, identify opportunities and deficiencies

• Request for contractor services 

- Smaller and quicker process than RFP

- 3-5 proposals

Write SPS 
proposal

Finalize 
budget 

documents 
for 

comparison

Issue 
proposal & 

evaluate 
submissions

Accept 
proposal

Study 
expected to 
be finished
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Study Deliverables

- Study to provide housing insights for policymakers, community leaders, and stakeholders

- County-specific one-pagers 

- Housing report dashboard launch

- Funding and tool section covering resources and research

- Final report with findings, profiles, and potential strategies

- Data workbook

- GIS documentation

- Housing typologies 

- Opportunity Areas

- Engagement summary

- Briefing materials

- Small Purchase for Service Process documentation

Developed by SPC

Developed by consultant
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Next Steps

• Each county needs to designate a contact person in senior leadership to work with us on 
the housing study.

• The formal SPS will be issued.

• Internal team will select consultant.

• Consultants will be reaching out to each county’s contact to coordinate initial 
discussions.
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Adjourn


